
 

Religious Ed. Office 
770 - 432-5296 

 

Regular Office Hours  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

10:00AM—8:00PM 
Tuesday 10:00 AM—5:00 PM 
Sunday 9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

English Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday & Friday: 12 Noon 
Wednesday: ....... 6:30 AM & 7:00 PM  
Thursday: ........... 7:00 PM 

NEW WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  ... 4:30 PM 
Sunday:  7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 
10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 1:30 PM, 6:00 PM 
Confession: 
Saturdays: .......... 3:00 PM  
Adoration 
Wednesdays: ...... 7:00 AM-6:00 PM 

Horario de Misas en Español  
Lunes:  ................ 7:30 PM 
Jueves:  .............. 8:00 PM 

NUEVO HORARIO FIN DE SEMANA 
Sábado: .............. 6:00 PM, 7:30 PM 

Domingo: ............  6:00 AM  
  2:00 PM & 4:30 PM 
Escuela Nickajack: 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM 
 
Confesión: 
2do Sábado del mes de 9PM a 12AM 
Sábados a las 5:15PM 

Pastor: Rev. Brian R. Sheridan, M.S. (x108)  
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Jojo Chettiyakunnel, M.S. (x128)    Rev. Jaime Molina J., M.N.M.     Rev. Paul Rainville, M.S. (in residence x.193)   

  Deacons: Rev. Mr. Michael Garrett    Rev. Mr. Earl Jackson    Rev. Mr. Mark Mitchell    Deacons Office (x106)  

Parish Office 
770 - 432-8579 

Fax. 770 - 432-8570 
 

Regular Office Hours  
Monday, Wednesday—Friday 

9:00AM—7:00PM 
Tuesday 9:00 AM—5:00 PM 

Closed Wednesday 1:00 PM—3:00 PM 

January 4, 2015 

www. facebook.com/st thomastheapost lechurch  

4300 King Springs Road SE, Smyrna, GA  30082-4214   
stthomasga@stthomastheapostle.org 

www.stthomastheapostle.org 

Preschool Office 
770-293-1267 

Regular Office Hours  
Monday—Thursday 
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
678-626-3939 (English Hotline) 

678-626-3949 (Línea en español) 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY  
SOLAMENTE CON CITA 

NEW Mass Schedule 2015! 
See Page 2  Nuevo Horario de 

Misas 2015 Ver Página 2. 



 

New Year—New Mass Schedule! 
¡Nuevo Año—Nuevo Horario de Misas! 

 

Due to renovation of the church, a new weekend Mass schedule will be implemented 
starting NEXT WEEKEND on Saturday, January 3, 2015, until further notice. 

During this period, the following schedule will apply: 

Please note:  
 As of Monday, January 5th, ALL Masses (weekend and weekdays) will be celebrated in the 

*Social Hall; the Sanctuary will no longer be used until the renovations are completed some time 
in Spring 2015. The altered Mass Schedule will be in effect throughout the renovations. 

 
 *Wednesday’s masses at 6:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. will continue to be in the Community House. 

 
 

¡Nuevo Año—Nuevo Horario de Misas! 
 

Debido a la renovación de la iglesia, un nuevo horario de Misas será implementado a 
partir del 3 de enero del 2015, hasta nuevo aviso.  
Durante este periodo, el siguiente horario aplicará: 

 
 
 
 
 

Por favor noten: 
 A partir del lunes, 5 de enero TODAS las Misas continuarán celebrándose en el Salón Social 

siguiendo el mismo horario. No se volverá a usar el santuario hasta que la renovación haya 
terminado, en la Primavera 2015. Este horario temporal será usado durante el tiempo que dure 
la renovación. 

 
 Las Misas de domingo por la noche (5:30 p.m. y 7:00 p.m.) se llevarán a cabo en el gimnasio 

de la Escuela Nickajack localizada en 4555 Mavell Rd, Smyrna, GA 30082 a partir del 11 de 
enero.  Se cancela la Misa en español a las 7:30 p.m. en la iglesia. 

MISAS EN ESPAÑOL (a partir del 3-4 de enero, 2015) 

ENGLISH MASS SCHEDULE (starting on January 3-4, 2015) 
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Saturdays (Social Hall) 
4:30 PM  

Sundays (Social Hall) 
7:30 AM  

9:00 AM  
10:30 AM  
12 Noon  
1:30 PM  
6:00 PM  

Domingos  
NICKAJACK SCHOOL 

(llevar silla) 
 

5:30 PM 
7:00 PM  

Domingos (Salón Social) 
 

6:00 AM  
3:00 PM  
4:30 PM  

Sábados (Salón Social) 
 

6:00 PM  
7:30 PM  

Get Involved! 
 
With the addition of extra Masses in 
our church (see information on the 
right) now more than ever, we are in 
great need of volunteers for the 
following tasks during our liturgical 
celebrations.  

 
ALTAR SERVERS 

Children and adults who have 
received their First Communion are 
invited to learn more about the 
Mass, your parish, and your 
Catholic faith! Training to become 
an Altar Server is available several 
times a year. 

 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF 
HOLY COMMUNION 

Are you a Confirmed Catholic, 
passionate about the Eucharist, and 
want to serve during Mass? Being 
trained as an Extraordinary Minister 
of Holy Communion is a great 
privilege!  
 

LECTORS 
Enjoy the privilege and accept the 
responsibility of proclaiming the 
Word of God to your fellow 
parishioners? They will thank you 
for it and you will be playing an 
active role in the life of your parish.  
 

USHERS & GREETERS 
As people enter St. Thomas, we 
like to welcome them with a warm 
greeting. Ushers also assist with 
the collection, communion line, and 
passing out bulletins. Would you 
like to help? 
 
 
 

Training is provided for all these 
volunteer opportunities!  

Please contact the Parish Office  
For more information. 
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Construction News from the Pastor 
 
Sisters and brothers:  

A s we come to the close of the first phase of the re-construction and 
renovations in time to have our Sanctuary and Social in use for Christmas 
and New Year’s, I am very grateful to everyone who has helped in one way or 

another.  To all who have contributed to the “Moving Forward In Hope” Capital 
Campaign  
I thank you for your support.  This is truly an evolutionary work in progress.  It is not an 
easy process.  I think it’s easier starting with an empty lot and building from there.  
Archbishop Wilton Gregory authorized us to begin construction on September 17, 2014.  
Over these three months under the guidance of Mr. Randy Hood and the Catholic 
Construction Services we have undertaken a design-build method utilizing the Moeller 
Purcell Construction Company and the Smith Boland Architects.   
 

 The roofs are now reconstructed with great conviction that water intrusion will 
be a reality of the past and not of the present nor the future.   
 The interior perimeter ceiling and new lighting seems to have made up for the 

natural light that we have lost.  We have gained better control over our air 
conditioning in that we will no longer have the sun magnified through the 
perimeter glass roofing.   
 We have sheet rocked the one wall behind the Altar and the Ambo to set it off 

from the other walls of the Stations of the Cross.  Phase II will be underway 
from January 05 to March 28.   
 The interior renovations have involved a fine Building Committee of 

parishioners who are lending their expertise from their own professions: 
roofing, engineering, interior decorating, etc.   

 
Phase II will mean using the Social Hall for all our Masses on the weekends (except 2 
Masses in Spanish on Sunday evenings at Nickajack School.)  
 

 We will not be able to use the Commons nor the Sanctuary during Phase II 
so that the demolition of the old pews, the pouring of cement for the new 
configurations designed for the Altar, Ambo, Pews, etc. can take place. The 
new pews will be oak and there will be no upholstery for greater cleanliness 
and sanitary reasons.   
 The flooring in the Commons will have more carpet to quiet the “din” and the 

Sanctuary will have an all tile porcelain floor.   
 New light fixtures for LED lights will be installed.  This will be a big help to 

lower our electric bills.   
 A light engineer and a sound engineer have been consulted.  Light bulbs will 

need to be changed approx. every 15 years.  Wow!    
 
Your patience and understanding will be most important to help one another with the 
changes.  It’s not forever.   
After three months we will have a most beautiful space again to worship our Lord.   
Please continue to remain generous in your donations to the Church.  This will help us 
greatly.  Thanks,  Fr. Brian 

Cambios en las 
Misas en Español  

los domingos por la 
noche 

 
A partir del 11 de enero, las Misas en 

español del domingo por la noche serán 
celebradas en el  

Gimnasio de la  
Escuela Nickajack  
4555 Mavell Road 

Smyrna, GA 30082.   
 

Se recomienda estacionar al lado 
izquierdo del edificio de la escuela  

(cerca de los contenedores de reciclaje) 
ya que hay acceso directo al gimnasio 

donde se celebrará la Misa.  
También pueden dejar su automóvil  
en el estacionamiento trasero de la 

escuela y entrar al gimnasio  
a través de la cafetería. 

 
Por favor noten que el gimnasio de la 
Escuela Nickajack sólo será utilizado 

para las Misas en Español  
los domingos a las 5:30 p.m. y 7:00 p.m., 

a partir del 11 de enero. 
 

Deben traer su propia silla ya que el 
gimnasio no cuenta con bancas. 

 
Las Misas del domingo, 4 de enero,  

serán celebradas en la iglesia  
Santo Tomás el Apóstol  
con el siguiente horario:  

6:00 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 4:30 p.m.  
y 7:30 p.m. 

 
Si tienen preguntas por favor llamar a la 
Oficina Parroquial al 770-432-8579 Ext. 0. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 5 
NO PSR 
NO PRESCHOOL 
 12:00 PM MASS  
  QUEENIE ARSECULARATNE 
 7:30 PM MISA  
 8:00 PM EMA CHOIR 
 8:00 PM EVANGELIZATION CHOIR 
   

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 
 9:00 AM PRESCHOOL 
 12:00 PM MASS 
  LORENA BILLIG 
 6:00 PM CORO DE NIÑOS 
 7:00 PM SVDP 
 8:00 PM EVANGELIZATION CHOIR 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 
 6:30 AM MASS 
  ANDY KAISER 
 9:00 AM PRESCHOOL 
 7:00 PM MASS 
 7:00 PM PSR 
 7:30 PM LIFETEEN BAND 
 8:30 PM SMALL FAITH COMMUNITIES 
  

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 
 9:00 AM PRESCHOOL 
 10:00 AM  BIBLE STUDY 
 10:00 AM STORY TIME 
 7:00 PM CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 7:00 PM BIBLE STUDY 
 7:00 PM MASS 
  TERESA MOTZ  
 7:00 PM PSR 
 7:30 PM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 8:00 PM MISA 
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Legacy Young Adult Group 
Attention, young adults (ages 18-30) -  
St. Thomas the Apostle has a group 
especially for you!  STTA’s Legacy Young 
Adult Group offers a place where young 
adults can grow and learn how to live out 
their faith in new and deeper ways.  Come 
join us every Sunday at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Community House, followed by the 
LifeTeen Mass at 6:00 p.m.   
For more information, please contact Ron 
Purisima at (201) 674-5121 or Laura 
Purisima at (336) 407-8177. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cooking for the Clergy 
Every Sunday, our priests nourish us with 
the Bread of Life. We in turn have the 
privilege of bringing a Sunday Dinner to 
them. Join together with a friend or make 
it a family affair while you plan, shop and 
prepare a meal. Please contact the 
Parish Office at 770-432-8579 Ext. 
100 or sign up on the list in the 
Commons Area. A big “Thank You” 
goes out to all the caring cooks who have 
brought Sunday dinners to our priests 
throughout the past months.  

Over 50's Cancelled! 
The Over 50's Luncheon for January and 
February 2015 has been cancelled. We plan 
to revisit in March whether to continue due 
to low turn out. For more information 
please e-mail Michelle Barnes at: 
mysticdes@aol.com 
 
Bereavement Ministry 
The Bereavement Ministry is pleased to 
offer a program that describes the essential 
physical, emotional, cognitive, social and 
spiritual signs for mourners to look for on 
their journey through grief. The program is 
open to all who mourn the loss of a loved 
one.  The series begins on January 20th and 
will continue every Tuesday evening (7:00 
p.m.) for 11 weeks in the Adult Education 
Library. For more information please 
contact Jackie 770-366-4049. 

There is a serious need for  
GUARDIANS 
during the hours of  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on  
Wednesdays from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Please contact the Parish Office at  
770-432-8579 Ext. 100. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Have you ever thought about the fact that there are 168 hours in one week’s time? 
What if you were to commit to spending one of those hours in quiet time in the pres-
ence of the Lord each week?  
It could be life-changing!  
Eucharistic Adoration has taken place in our parish all day on Wednesdays since 
March of 2003.  
 

Perhaps you don’t know what you would do. Some suggestions are: 
• Talk with Him about what is going wrong in your life as well as what is going 

right. 
• Tell Him how grateful you are for His blessings in your life.  
• Be still and savor the quiet. 
• Pray for your needs and the needs of others. 
• Exam your conscience in preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
• Pray for direction and guidance.  
The possibilities are endless! 
 

In the Garden of Gethsemane before His arrest, passion and crucifixion, Jesus invit-
ed His closest friends to keep watch with Him for one hour. Won’t you consider doing 
the same? 
 
It is important that all the hours from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays 

be assigned so that the Blessed Lord will not be left unattended  
in the Community House.  

 
Please call the parish office or send an email to stthom-

asga@stthomastheapostle.org in order to reserve your hour with Jesus or call 
770-432-8579, Ext. 100. Blessings await! 



 

Calendar updated as of December 23, 2014. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 
REVIVAL RETREAT 
 9:00 AM PRESCHOOL 
 12:00 PM MASS  
  LUCY LUCZON 
 6:00 PM CORO DE NIÑOS 
 6:30 PM  CHARISMATIC PRAYER  
 7:00 PM EDGE LOCK-IN 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 
REVIVAL RETREAT 
 6:00 AM MISA  
 7:30 AM MASS 
  People of St. Thomas 
 9:00 AM MASS (NURSERY AVAILABLE)  
  FR. JOSE MANJALY 
 9:00 AM PSR / RCIA 
 10:30 AM MASS (NURSERY AVAILABLE)  
 11:00 AM LEGION OF MARY 
 11:15 AM PSR 
 12:00 PM MASS 
  BERNARD EDOGA 

 1:30 PM MISA  
 2:00 PM LEGACY 
 3:00 PM MISA  
 4:00 PM DIVINA VOLUNTAD 
 4:30 PM MISA  
 5:30 PM MISA (NICKAJACK) 
 6:00 PM MASS 
 7:00 PM MISA (NICKAJACK) 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 
REVIVAL RETREAT 
 8:00 AM SUNDAY AM CHOIR 
 8:00 AM ULTREYA 
 10:00 AM MARÍA NIÑA 
 10:00 AM RECOVERY INC. 
 1:00 PM Girl Scouts 
 1:00 PM BAUTISMOS  
 3:00 PM CONFESSIONS 
 4:30 PM Vigil MASS  
  TONY RUCCO 
 6:00 PM MISA  
 7:30 PM MISA  
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Religious Education 
 
NO Parish School of Religion (PSR) Classes 
for the remaining of the month of December. 
Classes will resume on Wednesday, January 7th 
 

NO habrá Catecismo durante el resto del 
mes de diciembre.  
Las clases continuarán a partir del 
miércoles, 7 de enero. 
 

LifeTeen & EDGE 
www.sttayouth.org  (NEW website coming!) 
770-432-8579, Ext. 116. 
 
Life Nights are held on Sundays after the 
LifeTeen Mass. Please notice the new 
schedule of Masses (Page 2) which will 
impact the Life Teen Schedule: 
Mass at 6:00 p.m. (Social Hall) 
Life Night following the Mass. 
Our next Life Night will take place on 
January 11th. 
Contact Jake Stuermer, Youth Minister, to 
learn about the activities that our parish 
offers to Middle School and High School 
students!  
 

Pastoral Juvenil: LifeTeen & EDGE 
Durante los próximos 3 meses, la Misa de 
jóvenes en inglés (LifeTeen) será 
celebrada a las 6:00 p.m. en el Salón 
Social, seguida de Life Night. La próxima 
reunión será el 11 de enero. 
También tenemos un programa para 
jóvenes en Middle School. Por favor llamar 
al 770-432-8579, Ext. 116 para más 
información. 

Baptisms in our Parish 
 
Having your child baptized is a 
responsibility not to be taken lightly.  
The Catholic Church has always taught 
that “Parents are the primary educators in 
the faith. Together with them, especially in 
certain cultures, all members of the family 
play an active part in the education of the 
younger members.” (General Directory for 
Catechesis, #255) 
 

Our baptismal preparation is designed to 
assist you, the parents and your 
godparents, in raising your child in the 
Catholic Church. 
 

Call Mary Cantrell at 770-432-8579,  
Ext. 100 to obtain more information about 
the English baptisms. Please indicate if 
your child is 6 years of age, or older. 
 

Bautismos en nuestra parroquia 
El Bautizo de tus hijos no debe tomarse a 
la ligera. La Iglesia católica nos enseña 
que “los padres son los primeros 
educadores de la fe.  Y junto a ellos, todos 
los miembros de la familia juegan un papel 
importante en la educación de los 
miembros más pequeños.” 
 

Nuestra preparación bautismal está 
diseñada para asistir a padres y padrinos, 
en la enseñanza de la fe a sus hijos. 
 

Llamar al 770-432-8579 Ext. 101 o Ext. 
126 para obtener más información de 
Bautismos en español. Por favor indicar si 
el niñ(a) a bautizarse es mayor de 6 años. 

Lenten program:   
"Consoling the  
Heart of Jesus"  

Sundays, January 25, through March 29 
7:00 p.m. 

Community House   
 
"Consoling the Heart of Jesus" gives us an 
awareness of God's infinite mercy and how 
we can give Him joy, showing us the way 
to console His heart by accepting His love 
and trusting in Him completely. It also 
focuses on what to do with the suffering we 
all encounter, helping us grow spiritually 
closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
The retreat combines the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius with the teachings 
of Saints Therese of Lisieux, Faustina 
Kowalska, and Louis de Montfort.  Fr. 
Michael Gaitley, MIC, has a remarkable gift 
for inspiring little souls to trust in Jesus and 
his Divine Mercy. Please consider including 
this retreat as part of your Lenten journey 
this year!  It changes your life. 
The retreat will conclude with a 
consecration to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
on Divine Mercy Sunday, April 12th at 3:00 
during the hour of Divine Mercy. 
The cost is $33 per participant for materials 
packet.                            

Sunday evenings from  
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

(STA Community House) 
 

To register Contact Clarence Burkholder 
cnkburk@gmail.com 

770-432-5020 
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In Our Prayers  
We ask you to take a moment to pray for the people who are listed on this Bulletin Sick List. Please 
call the Parish Office to place a name on the list below.  
The names will be kept in our bulletin for three consecutive weeks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Line 

Here at St. Thomas the Apostle we have a Prayer Line Ministry. The members of this ministry are 
dedicated prayer warriors. If you have a prayer request that you would like to place in the care of the 
Prayer Line, contact Valerie Panditaratne at vpandit@emory.edu 
 

 
Pray For Our Troops  

We remember in our prayers all of those who are serving in the military. 
Please contact the Parish Office if you have a family member who is 
serving in the military.  
 
As we start the new year we ask that you call the Parish office with the 
names of your beloved ones so that we can have a current list. Thanks! 
 

 

Sue Bacchus 
Deacon Richard Conti 
Judy Griffin 
Annette Howard 
Frederick Jones 
Jaime Lopez 
Stephen McConell 
Evelyn Pacheco  
Deacon John Peterson 
Jack Provost 
Nick Souris 

Stephanie Burey 
Fernando Diaz 
Roberto Galván 
George Kudro 
Halyshia Mathurin 
Deacon Scott Medine 
Fr. Joseph Peek 
Evelia Rodríguez 
 

Joe Conwell 
Pat Deacon 
Humberto Galván 
Peggy Jorban 
Tom O’Donnell 
Mercedes Rojas 
María Sesmas 
Mark Troughton 
Bernard Veney 

Universal: That those from diverse religious traditions and all people of good will 
may work together for peace. 
 

Evangelization: That in this year dedicated to consecrated life, religious men and 
women may rediscover the joy of following Christ and strive to serve the poor with 
zeal. 

We thought you should 
know: 
 

Mass Intentions: 
The suggested offering for 
Mass Intentions is $15.  
If you would like to place an 
intention to honor a loved one, 
please contact the Parish 
Office at 770-432-8579,   
Ext. 0. 
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament: 

Please note that there will be 
no adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament on 
Christmas Eve and New 
Year’s Eve. But you can 
resolve to add a new 
resolution in 2015 to make 
Wednesdays a special time 
with the Lord! Adoration takes 
place every Wednesday from 
7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. in the 
Community House.  
 
Next Adoration: January 7th.  
See Page 4 for more details. 

 January 25, 2015 
Consoling the Heart of 
Jesus 
See Page 4. 

January 3-4 
NEW MASS SCHEDULE 
Main Sanctuary 
This weekend ONLY in the 
Main Sanctuary, then we 
move to the Social Hall be-
ginning January 11th. See 
Page 2 for NEW schedule.  

January 20, 2015 
7:00 p.m.  
Library 
Bereavement Series 
See Page 4 for additional 
information. 
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