
 

Religious Ed. Office 
770 - 432-5296 

 

Office Hours  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 

10:00AM—8:30PM 
Tuesday 10AM—5PM 

English Mass  
Schedule 

Monday:  12 Noon 
Tuesday:  12 Noon 
Wednesday:  6:30 AM &  
 7:00 PM  
Thursday:  7:00 PM 
Friday:  12 Noon 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00 PM 
Sunday:  7:30 AM,  
 9:30 AM 
 11:30 AM &  
 5:00 PM 
Confession: 
Saturdays: 3:30 PM  
Adoration 
Wednesdays: 7:30 AM-6:45 PM 

Horario de 
Misas en Español 

Lunes:  7:30 PM 
Jueves:  8:00 PM 
Sábado: 7:30 PM 

Domingo:  6:00 AM  
  2:00 PM & 
   7:30 PM 
Confesión: 
Sábados: 6:30 PM 
Domingos: 1:00 & 6:30 PM 

Pastor: Rev. Brian R. Sheridan, M.S. (x108)  
Parochial Vicars: Rev. Andrews Kollannoor, M.S.. (x128)    Rev. Jaime Molina J., M.N.M.     Rev. Paul Rainville, M.S. (in residence x.193)   

  Deacons: Rev. Mr. Michael Garrett    Rev. Mr. Earl Jackson    Rev. Mr. Mark Mitchell    Deacons Office (x106)  
Parish Administrator: Mr. Gus Scannapieco (x109) 

Parish Office 
770 - 432-8579 

Fax. 770 - 432-8570 
 

Office Hours  
Monday, Wednesday—Friday 

9:00AM—7:00PM 
Tuesday: 9:00AM—5:00PM 
Closed Wednesday 1PM-3PM 

December 1, 2013 

www. facebook.com/st thomastheapost lechurch  

4300 King Springs Road SE, Smyrna, GA  30082-4214   
stthomasga@stthomastheapostle.org 

www.stthomastheapostle.org 

Preschool Office 
770 - 432-8579 Ext. 125 

Office Hours  
Monday—Thursday 
10:00AM - 1:00PM 



 

 December 1, 2013 

Please contact the Parish Office if you have a family member who is serving in the military.  

Pray For Our Troops / Oremos por nuestros soldados 
We remember in our prayers all of those who are serving in the military, especially: / 
Recordamos en nuestras oraciones a todos aquellos que se encuentran sirviendo en el ejército, especialmente: 

PFP Andrew Ashibuogwu, USA 
PVT Michael Ashibuogwu, USA 
Sgt. John R Beuth  ANG  
Sgt. 1st Class Samuel Bright, USA 
Sgt. Manuel Chico, USA 
Sgt. Christopher Conkel, USMC 
SFC Steve Creason, GaARNG 
SFC Arcelio R. Davis, Jr. USA 
ET3 Carolyn Deacon, USN 
LT Rogelio Espinosa, USN 

Sgt. Sonjanique Ferrel, USA 
2LT Adam Fisk , USA    
Sgt. Mark Gallant, USA 
LCpl. Quinn Gordon, USMC 
SFC Charles Granke, USA  
PFC Ronald Griffin, Jr., USA 
Sgt. William Scott Haney, ARNG 
E3 Spencer Hanemann, USN 
PFC Brian Harris, USA 
CPT Ana Maria Hartwig, USA 

Maj. Marise James, USAF 
LT CDR Dominic R. Lovello 
CW3 Peter Paul Leone, USA 
LCpl. Gerardo Morales, Jr. USMC 
HM2 Kenneth McIntosh, II, USN 
PFC Ernest Dean Rivera, USMC 
Specialist Robert H. Roberts, USA 
Major Robert A. Robinson, II USA 
Pvt. Jeffrey Sanborn, USA 
CPT Anna Smith, ARNG 
S.Sgt. Michael Throne, USA 

In Our Prayers / En Nuestras Oraciones 
We ask you to pray for the people who are listed on this Bulletin Sick List. Please 
call the Parish Office to place a name on the list below. The names will be kept in 
our bulletin for three consecutive weeks. 

Here at St. Thomas the Apostle we have a Prayer Line Ministry.  
The members of this ministry are dedicated prayer warriors.  

 

If you have a prayer request that you would like to place in the care of the Prayer Line,  
contact Valerie Panditaratne at vpandit@emory.edu 

Deacon Al McHugh 
Michael Stanton 
Salomon Augustin 
Eileen Becker 
Kathleen Beyea 
Danny Everson 
Sonjanique Ferrel 

María Sesmas 
Fr. Richard Wise 
Gabriela Espinoza 
Esteban Hernández 
Amy Humbue 
Roger LaVigne 
Deacon Luis Londono 

Marcelina Aviña 
Lorena Estrada 
John & Leah DeLaigle 
Jesús Durán 
Marjoire Kimmeek 
Sr. Helen Mick 
Stephen Moore 

Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
The use of the Advent Wreath is a traditional practice which has found its place in the 
Church as well as in the home. The blessing of an Advent Wreath takes place on the First 
Sunday of Advent. 
 

Suggested reading: Isaiah 9:1-2, 5-6 or Isaiah 63:16-17,19 or Isaiah 64:2-7 
 

Lord our God, 
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples, he is 
the wisdom that teaches and guides us, he is the Savior of every nation. 
Lord God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

—From "Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers" 

Bruce LaBudde 
Kelly Oberjuin 
Deacon Al Samoranski 
 

This Christmas we invite you to share the gift of God's love by 
remembering your loved ones in our Spiritual Bouquet Mass Enrollment. 
Please return envelopes to the Parish Office by Friday, December 20th. 

 
Also available in the Commons Area:  

Offering Envelopes to support our Christmas Flowers Fund! 

Gospel Reflection 
 
Today’s Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44 
 
Reflection for Families 
There is more work for parents to do in a 
day than will ever get done. Some of us 
work outside our homes while some stay at 
home. In either case there are always bills 
to pay, laundry to wash, meals to prepare, 
errands to run and things to fix. Unless we 
deliberately set aside time to prepare 
ourselves and our families for Jesus’ return, 
we will continue with the busyness of 
everyday life like the people of Noah’s time 
and the workers in the field and at the mill. 
Especially at this time of year, it is easy to 
get caught up in the demands centered upon 
Jesus’ birth rather than his return. 
 

Bringing the Gospel into Your Family:  
Make an Advent wreath this season with 
your family. You can make it from natural 
materials or construction paper, but 
basically you will need a green wreath (the 
green wreath represents God’s unending 
love). A green ribbon wrapped around a 
grapevine or straw or Styrofoam wreath 
works, too. Three purple candles represent 
forgiveness and one pink candle represents 
joy and is usually lit on the third week of 
Advent. Each week as you light a new 
candle, encourage each member of the 
family to tell one thing s/he will do during 
the week to prepare for Jesus’ return. (An 
accompanying prayer can be found in 
Family Prayer on this site.) 
 

Discussion Starters 
 If today were the last day of life on earth 

I would... 
 In order to help my family see the light of 

Christ this Advent season, one distraction 
I plan to eliminate is... 
 The joy I have in my heart this season is 

because… 
 

Reflection courtesy of: RCL Benziger 

1st Sunday of Advent 



 

 

December 7 
9:30 a.m. –11:30 a.m. 
Social Hall 
Breakfast with Santa 
See Page 4 for details. 

December 2 
7:00 p.m.  
Adult Faith Formation Bldg 
Advent Awakenings 
Attend this faith-sharing 
program on 4 Mondays in 
a row. Sign up in 
Commons Area.  
See more details on this 
page.  

December 11 
6:00 p.m.  
Jim R. Miller Park 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Vigil 
Bilingual Novena on 
Friday, December 6th. 
See full schedule of 
events on Page 6. 

Coming soon ... 

Parish School of Religion (PSR)  - Escuela de Catecismo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proclaim it! 
Celebrate it! 

Live it! 
Transmit it! 

BE A CATECHIST! 
 

Our Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) is still in need 

of a few good people: 
 

We have a need for 
substitute catechists 

(teachers) on  
Monday at 7:00 p.m.  

and on 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

 
We also are in need of 
catechists (teachers) on  

Thursday night, especially in 
grade 1 and grade 3. 

 
If you are interested in 
becoming a part of the 

important ministry  
please call the PSR office  

at 770-432-5296. 
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December 20 
7:00 p.m.  
Parking Lot 
Posadas (Live Nativity) 
Read more about this 
special event on Page 5. 

For those little friends who enjoy Story Time 
each Thursday at 10:00 a.m. we would like to 
remind you that we won’t meet on December 
5th, 26th and January 2nd.  There will be Story 
Time on December 12th, and 19th.  
Regular schedule resumes on January 9th,  

Our Parish School of Religion (PSR) 
follows the Cobb County School 
calendar.  If Cobb schools are closed 
because of a holiday, the PSR classes 
closest to that holiday will be canceled.   
Please keep the PSR calendar handy for 
quick reference! 

Nuestra Escuela de Catecismo sigue el 
Calendario Escolar del Condado de 
Cobb. Si las escuelas del condado de 
Cobb están cerradas debido a días 
feriados, las clases de Catecismo más 
cercanas a esa fecha son canceladas.  
¡Por favor mantengan el calendario de 
Catecismo a la mano! 

Just A Reminder: There will be no PSR on: 
Wednesday, December 11th for Middle School  

Thursday, December 12th for Elementary 
  

 We hope this time off will enable our families to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe together. Last class before Christmas is on Thursday, December 19th. 



 

SANTA IS COMING... 
Saturday, December 7th  9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 

St. Thomas Social Hall will be transformed 
into a winter wonderland featuring SANTA 
and his helpers. Includes breakfast, a 
keepsake photo and children’s shopping 
spree with most gifts from $1.00 to $3.00.  
Kids...do extra chores to earn money to buy 
presents for mom, dad, sisters and brothers. 
FREE GIFT WRAP. TICKETS ON SALE 
AFTER WEEKEND MASSES UNTIL 
DECEMBER 1ST. DON'T MISS OUT! 
BUY YOUR TICKETS EARLY. SPACE IS 
LIMITED.  For more information call:  
Priscilla at 404-849-8772. 
 

Memorial Garden Bricks 
Memorialize your loved ones 

The Memorial Garden contains many paver 
bricks available for inscribing your beloved 
ones’ names. Call the Parish Office at  
770-432-8579, Ext. 110, or pick up a form in 
the Commons Area. Bricks ordered by  
Monday, December 2nd will be placed by 
Christmas 2013. 

Adopt-a- Family: A rewarding and 
blessed experience  

If you, your family, friends or ministry 
would like to personally adopt and help a 
family less fortunate than those of us that are 
more blessed in our parish community,  
this is a great opportunity to enhance and 
bless your Christmas Spirit  
by sharing your financial and material 
blessings with others.   
For more information about Adopt-A-Family 
contact Don Sabbarese at 770-435-3024.  
 

Over 50’s Luncheon 
Make new friends and enjoy lunch with us!  

Our Over 50’s monthly meeting is scheduled 
on Wednesday, December 4th at 12:00 p.m. 
in the Social Hall. Bring a dish to share and 
make new friends! 
 

Altar Wine Donation 
We thank Mr. John Ashibuogwu for 
donating a case of altar wine as a gift to the 
parish in gratitude for God’s blessing him 
with restored good health. 

Feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 
Novena: Dec. 2nd-10th 
Bilingual Rosary: Dec. 6th 
Vigil at JRM Park: Dec. 11th 
Feast Day at STA: Dec. 12th 

 
 

Our Hispanic Ministry is 
getting ready to begin the 
Novena of Rosaries and Holy 
Mass in honor of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, Patroness of the 
Americas. 
  

The Spanish Novena will 
begin December 2nd and will 
end December 10th, followed 
by a celebration at the Jim 
Miller Park on December 
11th. (See page 6 for detailed 
schedule of events.) 
 

Novena to  
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

December 2nd-10th 
All in Spanish 

8:00 p.m. Rosary  
8:30 p.m. Mass 

 

(except weekend 
December 7th-8th: 
7:00 p.m. Rosary  
7:30 p.m. Mass) 

 

Bilingual Prayer on 
Friday, December 6th 

8:00 p.m. Rosary 
8:30 p.m. Mass 

 

Full schedule of events 
available on Page 6. 
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Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Sunday, December 8th: Regular Sunday Mass schedule (see cover) 
 

Monday, December 9th (Observance) 
English Masses at 6:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
 
Inmaculada Concepción de la Virgen María 
Domingo, 8 de diciembre: Horario regular de Misa (ver portada) 
Lunes, 9 de diciembre: Misa en español a las 8:30 p.m. 

Parish Office Closed 
Wednesday, December  4th 

Also, special office hours on 
Thursday, December 5th and 
Wednesday, December 18th. 
Please call 770-432-8579  
Ext. 0 to learn more about the 
schedule on those dates. 

Around the Archdiocese 
Advent Day of Reflection at Ignatius House 

December 4th or December 11th, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 6700 Riverside Dr. NW Atlanta, GA  
The day will include periods of quiet for prayer & reflection and conclude with liturgy. A light 
breakfast and lunch are included. Suggested donation $35.00 Call to register 404-255-0503 or visit: 
www.ignatiushouse.org 

 

CTK BELIEVES:  
Tuesday, December 10th from 7:30-8:30 – Cathedral of Christ the King in Atlanta 
Monthly meetings integrate faith in the work life for both business men and business women. 
For more information visit: www.cathedralofchristtheking.org/BELIEVES 
 

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Gospel Christmas 
Sunday, December 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the Atlanta Symphony Hall. An evening designed to lift 
your spirit and rock your soul! For tickets call 404-733-5000 or visit www.aso.org 



 

Vida Parroquial 
 

Oficina Parroquial Cerrada 
Miércoles, 4 de diciembre.  
Horario especial el jueves,  
5 de diciembre. Por favor 
llamar al 770-432-8579 Ext. 0 
para confirmar horas de oficina 
 

 

Desayuno con Santa 
Sábado, 7 de diciembre de  
9:30 a.m. a 11:30 a.m. Boletos 
a la venta a la salida de la Misa. 
 
 

Fiesta Guadalupana 
Novena: 2-10 de diciembre 
Misa en el Parque: 11 de dic. 
Misas en la iglesia: 12 de dic. 
Ver horario en la Página 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Posadas 
Viernes, 20 de diciembre 
7:00 p.m. 
Estacionamiento de la iglesia 
 

Misa Navideña para Niños 
Martes, 24 de diciembre 
4:00 p.m. 
Misa en inglés. Los niños 
pueden venir disfrazados para 
ilustrar la historia de la 
Natividad. Ver más detalles en 
esta página. 
 

Mass intentions updated  
as of  

November 23, 2013 
 

Complete calendar of 
events is available online at: 
www.stthomastheapostle. 

org/calendar 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2 
 12:00 PM ENGLISH MASS 
 † Rafael Galingo 
 8:30 PM MISA EN ESPAÑOL  
  NOVENA GUADALUPANA 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3 
 12:00 PM COMMUNION SERVICE 
 8:30 PM MISA EN ESPAÑOL  
  NOVENA GUADALUPANA 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
 6:30 AM ENGLISH MASS  
 † Tony Rucco 
 7:00 PM Communion Service 
 8:30 PM MISA EN ESPAÑOL  
  NOVENA GUADALUPANA 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5 
 9:00 AM BILINGUAL MASS  
 † Joseph Thadathilkunnel 
 8:30 PM MISA EN ESPAÑOL  
  NOVENA GUADALUPANA 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 
 9:00 AM ENGLISH MASS 
 † Alfredo Emnace 
 8:30 PM BILINGUAL MASS  
  NOVENA GUADALUPANA 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 
 5:00 PM VIGIL MASS 
 † Kay Greer 
 7:30 PM MISA 
  Novena Guadalupana 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 6:00 AM MISA EN ESPAÑOL 
  Allison Moncayo 
 7:30 AM English Mass 
  People of St. Thomas 
 9:30 AM English MASS  
 † Elsie Toro 
 11:30 AM English MASS  
  IN THANKSGIVING 
 2:00 PM MISA EN ESPAÑOL 
 † Fam. López Mendoza 
 5:00 PM English MASS   
 † Dave Troughton, Sr. 
 7:30 PM MISA EN ESPAÑOL 
  Novena Guadalupana 

MASS INTENTIONS—December 2-8, 2013  
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Christmas Children’s Liturgy 
Tuesday, December 24th at 4:00 p.m. 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful 
ALL CHILDREN of the St. Thomas the 
Apostle Parish Family are invited to come 
and participate in a Christmas Liturgy espe-
cially celebrated for children on Tuesday, 
December 24th at 4:00 p.m.   
 

All children are invited to come in a simple 
costume, dressed as one of the people or 
animals in the Nativity Story.  Become part 
of this celebration by being angels, stars, 
shepherds, wise men, lambs or innkeepers. 
 

Mary and Joseph will be waiting. Come 
help in the telling of this wonderful story on 
this special, sacred night!   

Misa Navideña para Niños 
Martes, 24 de diciembre a las 4:00 p.m. 
  

Invitamos a todos los niños de la parroquia 
Santo Tomás el Apóstol a participar en la 
Misa en inglés para niños, el martes,  
24 de diciembre a las 4:00 p.m. 
 
Los niños pueden disfrazarse de ángeles, 
estrellas, pastores, ovejas, reyes magos o 
cualquiera de las personas o animales en la 
historia de la Natividad. 
 
María y José estarán esperándolos en la 
iglesia. ¡Ven y ayuda a contar la historia de 
esta noche sagrada y especial! 
 

Live Nativity: Las Posadas Journey 
Friday, December 20th, 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. – Church Parking Lot 
  

Please join us for a Multi-cultural outdoor procession, as we 
re-enact Mary and Joseph's cold and difficult journey to Beth-
lehem in search of shelter. 
  

The outdoor procession at St. Thomas will include 3 designat-
ed stops at "inns", 
live animals, singing, praying and listening to the story of Las 
Posadas, concluding with 
a celebration of food, drinks and Christmas carols.  
 

Anyone interested in helping, please contact the Religious Education Office at  
770-432-5296. 



 

You are invited to celebrate the 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Celebración de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 

 

Wednesday, December 11th 
Miércoles, 11 de diciembre 

 

Jim R. Miller Park 
2245 Callaway Road - Marietta, GA 30008 

 
 6:00 p.m. Traditional Dance 
  Danza Matachines  
 8:00 p.m. Enthronement of the Virgin Mary 
  Entronización de la Virgen 
 9:00 p.m. Life Scenes Rosary 
  Rosario Viviente 
 10:30 p.m. Bilingual Mass 
  Misa bilingüe 
 12:00 a.m. Serenade to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
  Mañanitas a la Virgen  
 

Thursday, December 12th 
Jueves, 12 de diciembre  

 

All Masses at St. Thomas the Apostle Church. NO events at the park. 
Todas las Misas en la iglesia Santo Tomás. NO habrá eventos en el parque. 

 
 2:00 p.m.  Spanish Mass (Misa en español) 
  Blessing of Children and Pregnant Women 
  Bendición de Niños y Mujeres Embarazadas 
 

 8:30 p.m. Spanish Mass (Misa en español) 
  Blessing of the Tools 
  Bendición de Herramientas 
 

For more information please call the Parish Office. 
Para más informes llama a la Oficina Parroquial. 
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Thanks Be To God!
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