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A note from the Pastor / Un mensaje del Párroco 

 
January 3, 2016 The Epiphany of the Lord 

Offertory for the weekend of  
December 26-27, 2015 was not available  

at the time of this publication. 
 

Offertory Actual /Ofertorio Actual  
December 19-20, 2015 vs 2014 

 
 FY 2015-16 FY 2014-15 
 

Budgeted ............... $35,769 ....................... $37,500 
Weekly Actual  ....... $42 015 ....................... $38 894 
Surplus/Shortfall .... $6,246 ......................... $1,394 
 
FY2016 Offertory Projected vs Actual to Date 

And Last year Comparison 
Budgeted ............. $894,225 ..................... $937,500 
FYTD ................... $893 277 ..................... $840 564 
Shortfall ................... ($948) ..................... ($96,936) 
 

 
Operating Financial Statement 

For the 4 months ending 10/31/2015 
Revenue……………………………… ..... $1,022,314 
Expenses ................................................ ($909 015  
Surplus .................................................... $113,299 

 
 

Total Assessments  ................................ $1,254,101 
still owed to Archdiocese as of 10/31/15 
 
 

Archbishop Annual Appeal 2015 (Week 47) 
Llamado Anual del Arzobispo 2015 (Semana 47) 
Goal (Meta)……………………………… .... $149,300 
Total Pledged (Compromisos totales) ....... $280,517 
Paid to date (Pagos recibidos) .................. $178,716 
Percent Paid to Goal (Porcentaje pagado) ...... 120% 
Number of Donors (No. de Donantes) ............. 1,268 
Surplus/(Shortfall) to Goal  .......................... $29,416 

Thank You Saint Thomas the Apostle people! 
 

Children’s Offertory 
Ofertorio de los Niños 
December 19-20, 2015 

Total  ........................................................... $732.83 
 

♥ I stayed quiet while my Mommy was sleeping (Me 
quedé callado mientras Mami dormía) ♥ I listened to my 
Mom and Dad (Escuché a Mamá y Papá) ♥ I gave money 
to church (Di dinero a la iglesia) ♥ I learned my words 
(Aprendí mis palabras)  ♥ I helped my Mom (Ayudé a 
Mamá) ♥ I did my chores (Hice mis deberes) ♥ Being 
helpful and help others (Ser servicial y ayudar a otros) ♥ 
Be good (Ser bueno) ♥ Love my family (Amar a mi 
familia) ♥ Giood God: Happy Christmas (Dios Bueno: 
Feliz Navidad) ♥ Protecting Addison (Protegí a Addison) 
♥ Helped Mom with brother (Ayudé a mamá con mi 
hermano) ♥ I I made a card for somebody in my family 
(Hice una tarjeta para alguien en mi familia) ♥  
 

Offering envelopes are available in the Commons Area. 
Ask your child to write his/her good deed of the week and 
encourage him/her to deposit the envelope in the special 

basket near the altar, during the offertory. 
Plant the seeds of a generous heart! 

Universal: That sincere dialogue among men and women of different faiths 
may produce the fruits of peace and justice. 
 
Evangelization: That by means of dialogue and fraternal charity and with 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians may overcome divisions. 

T 
he Epiphany of God in our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, is the pinnacle of 
God’s Love for us.  We, too, are 

invited to be instruments of the Epiphany 
of Jesus Christ as we forge ahead in the 
Church’s call to focus on MERCY.   
 It is mercy that God desires, not 
sacrifice, in the way that we treat one 
another known to us or unknown to us.  
On behalf of the Parish Community I wish 
everyone a Blessed New Year.  May 
2016 afford many opportunities to be 
RICH in MERCY.   
 Our Christmas Journey continues 
until next week when we remember 
Jesus’ Baptism, the inauguration of His 
public ministry.  From his birth to his 
baptism we know much development 
took place as he quietly grew in the ways 
of being God on earth and finally went 
into his ministry of announcing and living 
out the fact that God’s Kingdom will 
come.  We all are invited to get aboard 
the ministry (service) needed to see that 
the Kingdom come sooner rather than 
later in small and grand ways.   
 In just a few weeks on February 
10th, our Church will call us to embark on 
another Lenten Journey that calls us to 
intensify our prayer, our fasting and 
almsgiving.   
 Please know how very grateful I am 
to all who have participated in our Holy 
Days (not holidays) for Christians.   
These are wonderful days indeed.   
 May the Lord Jesus strengthen us 
in His Word and Sacraments for 2016.  
 Happy New Year!    
 Your Pastor, Father Brian 

L 
a Epifanía de Dios en nuestro Señor, 
Jesucristo, es el pináculo del amor de 
Dios por nosotros. Nosotros también 

estamos invitados a ser instrumentos de la 
Epifanía de Jesucristo al forjar el llamado de la 
Iglesia a centrarse en la MISERICORDIA.  
 Es la misericordia lo que Dios desea, no 
sacrificio, en la forma en que nos tratamos unos 
a otros, en personas conocidas o desconocidas 
para nosotros. En nombre de la comunidad 
parroquial les deseo a todos un bendecido Año 
Nuevo. ¡Qué este año 2016 venga lleno de 
oportunidades para enriquecernos en la 
misericordia!  
 Nuestra jornada de Navidad continúa 
hasta la próxima semana cuando recordamos el 
Bautismo de Jesús, la inauguración de su 
ministerio público. Desde su nacimiento hasta 
su bautismo, sabemos que muchas cosas se 
desarrollaron en silencio mientras él aprendía 
los caminos de Dios en la tierra y finalmente 
entró en su ministerio de anunciar y vivir el 
hecho de que el Reino de Dios vendrá. Todos 
estamos invitados a subir a bordo del ministerio 
(servicio) que se necesita para asegurar que el 
Reino venga pronto, en formas pequeñas y 
grandes.  
 En tan sólo unas semanas, el 10 de 
febrero, nuestra Iglesia nos llamará para 
embarcarnos en otro camino cuaresmal que nos 
llama a intensificar nuestra oración, nuestro 
ayuno y la limosna.  
 Por favor, sepan que estoy muy 
agradecido con todos los que han participado en 
nuestro días de guardar.  
 ¡Qué el Señor Jesús nos fortalezca en su 
Palabra y los Sacramentos para el 2016!  
 ¡Feliz Año Nuevo!  
 Su párroco, el Padre Brian 



 

Religious Education 
 

Inclement Weather Alert: 
Catechism Classes cancellation 
 
Just a reminder to all our Parish School of Religion (PSR) 
families: 
 

We follow the Cobb County School calendar.  If Cobb schools 
are closed because of a holiday, the PSR classes closest to that 
holiday will be canceled.  Please keep the PSR calendar handy 
for quick reference. 
 
In addition, when Cobb County is closed because of 
INCLEMENT WEATHER, SO ARE WE! 
Watch WXIA-11 Alive Emergency Weather Network for school 
and church closings. 

 
Cancelación de clases de Catecismo durante el mal tiempo: 

Nuestra Escuela de Catecismo sigue el Calendario Escolar del 
Condado de Cobb. Si las escuelas del condado de Cobb están 
cerradas debido a días feriados, las clases de Catecismo más 
cercanas a esa fecha son canceladas.  
¡Por favor mantengan el calendario de Catecismo a la mano! 
 
También les recordamos que cuando el condado de Cobb cierra 
debido a mal tiempo, también se cancela Catecismo. Sintonicen 
el Canal WXIA-11 Alerta del Tiempo para mantenerse informado 
acerca de cancelación de actividades en escuelas e iglesias. 
 

 
Parish School of Religion (PSR)  

CLASSES RESUME  
this coming Wednesday, January 6, 2016. 

 
Las clases de Catecismo reinician  

este miércoles, 6 de enero, 2016. 
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Preschool Registration  
Saint Thomas the Apostle 
Preschool 
  
Preschool registration for the 2016
-2017 school year will take place 
as follows: 
  
Currently enrolled families:  
January 25-29, 2016 
 
Active parishioners:  
February 1- 4, 2016 
 
Non-Parishioners: 
February 8, 2016 until classes 
are full. 
  
Our Preschool program serves 
children from 2 years old through 
our young five. 
  
Tuition fees for the 2016-2017 will 
be available by the week of 
January 25, 2016 at 
www.stthomastheapostle.org or in 
the Commons Area of the church. 
 
For additional information call 

770-293-1267. 

Life Teen News: 
 
LifeTeen & EDGE 
www.sttayouth.org   
770-432-8579, Ext. 116. 
 
Winter Retreat: $75.00 
February 5-7, 2016 
 
Spring Retreat: $100.00  
April 29-30-May 1, 2016 
 
Life Teen Prom: May 6, 2016 
 
LifeTeen Mission Trip 2016 
June 29-24, 2016  

 
We need your support! 
� Monetary donations 
� Prayer Partners 
� Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Participants: 
� Alvarez, Bryan 
� Collazo, Florencio 
� Correa, Rodolfo 
� Facundo, Gicelle 
� Leal, Marcos 
� Lopez, Perla 
� Lopez, Ruby 
� Manuel, Charlie 
� Martinez, Jackeline 
� Menjivar, Elizabeth 
� Perez, Vanessa 
� Rivas, Marian 
� Rodas, Luis 
� Romero, Enrique 
� Vazquez, Alondra 



 

MONDAY, JANUARY 4 
NO PRESCHOOL 
NO PSR 
 12:00 PM MASS 
 ���� TOM O’DONNELL 
 6:00 PM EVANGELIZATION MEETING 
 7:30 PM MISA 
 8:00 PM RETIRO DE CRECIMIENTO 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5 
NO PRESCHOOL 
 12:00 PM MASS 
 ���� ERIC STIRNWEIS 
 7:00 PM JUBILEE PLANNING MTG 
 8:00 PM RETIRO DE CRECIMIENTO 
 8:15 PM APOYO A LA FAMILIA 
  

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 
 6:30 AM MASS FOR PEACE 
 ���� LENNA SPENCER 
 7:00 AM ADORATION 
 9:00 AM PRESCHOOL 
 12:00 PM OVER 50’S 
 6:45 PM BENEDICTION 
 7:00 PM MASS 
 7:00 PM PSR 
 7:00 PM WELCOME MINISTRY MTG 
 7:00 PM LIFETEEN BAND 
 7:30 PM LT CORE 
 8:00 PM RETIRO DE CRECIMIENTO 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 
 9:00 AM PRESCHOOL 
 10:00 AM BIBLE STUDY 
 10:00 AM STORY TIME 
 6:00 PM FIDELES ROSARY 
 7:00 PM KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 7:00 PM MASS 
  MICHELLE SODIPO 
 7:00 PM PSR 
 7:30 PM FIDELES MEETING 
 8:00 PM MISA  
  ADÁN & GLORIA DUARTE 
 8:00 PM RETIRO DE CRECIMIENTO 
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This week in our Parish 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus 
Sundays, January 17 through March 29 
6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 
Community House 

 
This series gives us an 
awareness of God's 
infinite mercy and how we 
can give Him joy, showing 
us the way to console His 
heart by accepting His 
love and trusting in Him 
completely.  

 
It also focuses on what to do with the suffering 
we all encounter, helping us grow spiritually 
closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
The retreat combines the Spiritual Exercises of 
St. Ignatius with the teachings of Saints 
Therese of Lisieux, Faustina Kowalska, and 
Louis de Montfort.   
Author, Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC, has a 
remarkable gift for inspiring little souls to trust in 
Jesus and his Divine Mercy. Please consider 
including this retreat as part of your Lenten 
journey this year!  It changes your life. 
 
The retreat will conclude with a consecration to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, April 3rd at  
3:00 p.m. during the hour of Divine Mercy. 
The cost is $33 per participant for materials 
packet.    
                         
To register, contact  
Peggy Yorio  404-904-0622 
gpwhelan@gmail.com or 
 
Clarence Burkholder 770-432-5020 
cnkburk@gmail.com 

 

 

End of Life Seminar—Save the Date! 
Saturday, January 9, 2016 at  

9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m.  
in the Social Hall 

 

Come learn more about: 
� Catholic burials and cremation 
� Advanced directives 
� Will planning 
� How we can give from our estates to help the church long after we are 

gone.  
 

The panelists for the seminar include: 
� Monsignor Churchwell: Vicar for Senior Priests, speaking on Catholic 

Ethics and Advance Directives. 
� Nancy Convey: Executive Director of The Catholic Foundation,  
� addressing questions on a Catholic Legacy,  
� Attorney Cynthia Horton: covering Will and Estate Planning,  
� Our Pastor, Fr. Brian: speaking on planning funerals.   

 
Contact Linda Veit for more information at  

678-626-3961. 



 

December 22, 2015 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 
REVIVAL RETREAT 
 9:00 AM PRESCHOOL 
 12:00 PM ENGLISH MASS  
 ���� TERESA MARTÍNEZ 
 6:00 PM SP REHEARSAL 
 6:30 PM ESTUDIANTINA CHOIR 
 7:00 PM CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 
REVIVAL RETREAT 
 6:00 AM MISA  
 ���� GUILLERMINA GARCÍA T.  
 7:30 AM MASS 
 9:30 AM MASS 
  PEOPLE OF ST THOMAS 
 9:30 AM PSR 
 9:30 AM RCIA 
 11:00 AM LEGION OF MARY 
 11:15 AM PSR 
 11:30 AM MASS 
 ���� CHARLES VINCENT GILES 
 12:15 PM PRE-EVANGELIZACIÓN 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 
REVIVAL RETREAT 
 8:00 AM SUNDAY AM CHOIR PRACTICE 
 8:00 AM ULTREYA  
 9:00 AM BAUTISMOS 
 9:00 AM END OF LIFE SEMINAR 
 10:00 AM MARÍA NIÑA 
 11:30 AM CALDERA QUINCEAÑERA 
 3:00 PM CONFESSION 
 4:30 PM MASS 
 ���� LUCY LUCZON  
 4:30 PM ESTUDIANTINA CHOIR 
 5:00 PM CATEQUESIS DE ADULTOS 
 6:30 PM MISA  
 ���� LETICIA HUERTA 
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 2:00 PM MISA 
 ���� ACENCION PEREZ  
 2:00 PM SP RCIA 
 2:30 PM RCIT  
 5:00 PM MASS 
 ���� GERTRUDE WADE PACE 
 6:00 AM LIFETEEN NIGHT 
 7:30 PM MISA  
 ���� ARCADIO LOPEZ  
 ���� FEDERICO LOPEZ 
 ���� PORFIRIA LOPEZ 

January 3, 2016 

Knights of Columbus:  
January 2016 Events 
 
Thursday, 01/07  
Council Business Meeting –  
Community House at 7:40 p.m.  
 

Wednesday, 01/13  
4th Degree Assembly Meeting –  
St. Joseph’s Council House at 7:40 p.m.  
 

Thursday, 01/21  
Council Officers Meeting –  
Community House at 7:40 p.m. 
All Council members are welcome to 
attend. 
 

Sunday, 01/31  
5th Sunday Recitation of the Rosary  
Community House after 11:30 a.m. Mass 
 
Membership Drive 
As always we’re looking for Catholic 
gentlemen who want to join us and this 
month we’re actively seeking candidates 
for the 1st Degree Exemplification we 
have scheduled for Thursday evening, 
February 11th, at the Community 
House. The 1st Degree Exemplification 
is the ceremony where candidates 
become Brother Knights. 
 

Our only membership requirements are 
that you must be a practical Catholic 
gentleman eighteen years old or older. 
 

We will have Knights in Commons after 
weekend Masses to provide you with 
more detailed information about who we 
are and what we do, and to help you fill 
out a membership application if you 
want to join us   

Baptisms in our Parish 
 

Having your child baptized is a 
responsibility not to be taken lightly.  
The Catholic Church has always taught 
that “Parents are the primary educators 
in the faith. Together with them, 
especially in certain cultures, all 
members of the family play an active part 
in the education of the younger 
members.” (General Directory for 
Catechesis, #255) 
 

Our baptismal preparation is designed to 
assist you, the parents and your 
godparents, in raising your child in the 
Catholic Church. 
 

Call Yolanda Rivera at 770-432-8579,  
Ext. 100 to obtain more information 
about the English baptisms. Please 
indicate if your child is 6 years of age, or 
older. 

 
Bautismos en nuestra parroquia 

El Bautizo de tus hijos no debe tomarse a 
la ligera. La Iglesia católica nos enseña 
que “los padres son los primeros 
educadores de la fe.  Y junto a ellos, todos 
los miembros de la familia juegan un papel 
importante en la educación de los 
miembros más pequeños.” 
 

Nuestra preparación bautismal está 
diseñada para asistir a padres y padrinos, 
en la enseñanza de la fe a sus hijos. 
 

Llamar al 770-432-8579 Ext. 0 para 
obtener más información de Bautismos en 
español. Por favor indicar si el niñ(a) a 
bautizarse es mayor de 6 años. 

Ignite! 
Tuesday, January 26th at 7:30 p.m. 
Main Sanctuary 
 

 

Ignite! is an evening where 
parishioners gather together to 
encounter  the Living Jesus in 
music, prayer, scripture and in 
the testimony of a fellow pilgrim 
in the journey. 
 
When we gather together and 
reflect on people whose hearts 
are on fire with God, we too feel 
that our own hearts are not far 
from being alive with God’s 
profound love! We are inspired, 
enriched and transformed. We 
grow more passionate about our 
faith. 
 
For more information, please 
contact Linda Veit at: 
678-626-3961. 
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In Our Prayers / En nuestras oraciones 
We ask you to take a moment to pray for the people who are listed on this Bulletin Sick List. Please 
call the Parish Office to place a name on the list below.  
The names will be kept in our bulletin for three consecutive weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Line / Cadena de Oración 
Here at St. Thomas the Apostle we have a Prayer Line Ministry. The members of this ministry are 
dedicated prayer warriors. If you have a prayer request that you would like to place in the care of the 
Prayer Line, contact Valerie Panditaratne at vpandit@emory.edu 
 

Pray For Our Troops / Orando por nuestras tropas 
We remember in our prayers all of those who are serving in the military. Please contact the Parish 
Office if you have a family member who is serving in the military: 
 

CDR Dominic R. Lovello, USN  • ET2 Carolyn Deacon Brewer, USN 
Ensign Tanner Collins, USN  •  E5 Spencer Hanemann, USN 
HM2 Kenneth McIntosh, USN  •  SPC Dakota Nash, USA •   

A1C Johana Tatia, USAF •   A1C Earl Zachary Shelton, USAF    
 

We ask that you call the Parish Office with the names of your loved ones so that we can have a 
current list. Thanks! 

Eliana Hopkins 
Teresita Suárez 
Saturnino De la Paz 

Salvador Ascencio 
Peggy Jorban 
John O’Donnell 

Paulina Galván 
Bonnie Regan 

Mercy in Motion 
 

SHELTER THE HOMELESS 
A homeless man rests on a bench in 

Baltimore. CNS Photo/Bob RollerThere are 
many circumstances that could lead to 
someone becoming a person without a 

home.  Christ encourages us to go out and 
meet those without homes, affirming their 

worth and helping them seek a resolution to 
the challenges they face. 

 

� See if your parish or diocese is involved 
with a local homeless shelter and 
volunteer some time. 
� Donate time or money to organizations 

that build homes for those who need 
shelter. 
� Many homeless shelters need warm 

blankets for their beds. If you can knit or 
sew that would be an extra loving gift. 
� There are millions of children and 

families who are on the move, fleeing 
from war, illness, hunger and impossible 
living conditions, and searching for peace 
and safety. Contact diocesan offices of 
peace and justice for help with your 
research. Seek ways to provide shelter 
for the homeless locally, regionally, 
nationally or internationally. 

 
Other CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY 
� Feed the hungry 
� Give drink to the thirsty 
� Visit the sick 
� Visit the prisoners 
� Bury the dead 
� Give alms to the poor 

Source: usccb.com 
United States Catholic Conference of Bishops 

@USCCB #mercyinmotion 

Misas en Español  
HORARIO DE FIN DE SEMANA 

Sábado: ............................................... 6:30 PM 

Domingo: ............................................ 6:00 AM, 2:00 PM,  7:30 PM 
 

HORARIO DURANTE LA SEMANA 
Lunes: ................................................. 7:30 PM 
Jueves:  ............................................... 8:00 PM 

 
Confesiones: Antes de Misas, los fines de semana. 
Adoración: Miércoles 7:00 AM-7:00 PM / 2do Sábado del mes a las 8:30 PM 

ENGLISH MASSES 
WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil:  .......................... 4:30 PM 
Sunday:  ................................... 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM, 5:00 PM 

 

WEEKDAYS: 
Monday, Tuesday & Friday:  ...... 12 Noon 
Wednesday:  ............................. 6:30 AM & 7:00 PM  
Thursday:  ................................. 7:00 PM 

 

Confession: Saturday: .................. 3:00 PM –4:00 PM 
Adoration: Wednesdays: .............. 7:00 AM-6:45 PM 

Regular Mass Schedule / Horario Regular de Misas 

 
 Support the Altar Flower Fund: 

If you would like to remember a special occasion  
by donating to the Altar Flower Fund, please contact the  

Parish Office at 678-626-3940.  
Suggested offering: $40.  
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